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O You Rulcys& Magiſtrates inthis Nation and elſe-where, 

| who think to eſtablith Cruelty and Oppreſſicn by a Law, 
"and thereby to exalt your ſelves, and Lord it overthe 
| Heritage of the moſt High God, as the Seed of Evil-Doers did in 
ali Generations, as you may read in the Scriptrres of Truth, Exod, 
5.2, andſoon. . 4haragh, that great Oppreſſ»r, when Moſes and 
Aaron ipake unto him;to let /ſraet go to ſerve the Lord, ſaid, Wha 
# the Lord that I ſhowlg obey his Vo:cesto ler Tiragl go ? I know not the 
Lord, neuther wifl I let Ifrael go, &c, but inftead thereof made 
their Task heavier,v. 6-7. So proud Haman whom King Abaſuerus 
- gaveCommand that all ſhould bow unto,but honeſt-hearted forde- 
cas, who was as much or more the King's Friend as Hamaz,did not 
therein obey the King's Command, knowing Haman to be of the 
Azagies; and when Zaman underſtood, he was vexed;but thought 
it Scorrito lay.his Hand on 17ordecat alone, but ſought the Deſtru. 
Ction of all the Fews, as you may read, Eſter 3. atlarge. And for 
Nebuchadnezzar, who made an Image of Gold, and ict it up in the 

| Plane of Dura, in the Province of Bab1los, and commanded that all 
ſhould,ar whar Time they heard the Sound of the Cornet, flute, Harp, 
Sackbut, &c, fall down and worſhip the Goiden 1114050, Dan. 3, 
at large ; but Shadrach, A: ſhich and Abed-g0,w hofe Rearts were 
vpright and ſtedfaſt before the Lord, would not; and it was told the 
King, and the King was full of Fury, &c, and ſaid, #ho ts that 
G'od that ſhall delrver yeu eut of 3y Hands, verie 15. 6! And 
the back-ſliding 7ews, when their Hearts turned fromGod, thovgh 
they cryed, T ve Temple of the Lord,&c.yet they kill'd the Prophets, 
"8nd ſtoned them that were ſent; and when Chriſt the Son was come 
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who is Heir and Lord over all, they ſaid, We bave 4 Law, and by 
eur Law be ought to dye. Several more Inſtances might be given,how 
many. went about to eſtabliſh Cruelty and Oppreſſion by a Lay, 
as in the, Tex Perſecut 1on.5, and in Queen Mary's Dayes, who was 
called, A Chrifian Princeſs, yet how man {uffered Martyrdom 
by a Law in her Dayes, for their Teſtimony for God and the Truth, 
according unto what God had manifeſted unto them m their Day. - 
and Time ; and if you go about to do the ſame Thing, and perſift 
in it, know ye, that the Lord God of Heaven and Earth, whoſe 
Power isUnr: ſiſtib1c, whenhe riſeth to plead with Man for Sin,and 
whoſe Glory {ar excels the Sun in. its Brighteſs; the ſame Way 
by which you think to ex«lt your ſelves, and Lord it over hw Her 
tage, will he affuredly bring yon down, and-cauſe you to bow before- 
him, either to acknowledge his Power and Soveraignity over all, 
and that he alone ong ht ro be wor fhipped as -—— qty pe did, 
and that in Trnth and Ujrighrneſs of Htart, or worſe, to wit, 
bring Deſtrution upon you, as he did upon Pharaob and his Hoſt, 
who thought to bring //-ae! 42457 into Bondage ; and as he did Ha. 
man and his Sons, who thovgit to have the ugolc Stock of the /exs - 
in the Provinces of King 4haſucrus, deſtroyed ; but the Lord. 
wrought their Deliverance, and brought Deſtruction vpon their - 
Enemies: thereforc ix vain # ut for Man to ſtrive a%as::ft by 1a- 
ker ; for when did any ariſe up againſt God and his People, and pro- 
ſper.?- Therefore be inftruRed, and take Counſel you Xxlcs and- 
Magiſtrates inthis Nation, and elſewhere, who oppoſe the Appea- 
rance of God in his People, and would limit all according to your 
Way and Will; or otherwiſe they muſtſuffer.; benot overwiſe in- 
your own Eyes, neither think it-an VUndervaluing unto you to.. 
take. -Counſe]-and Advice-at-ſo mean. a. People as we, the de-- 
ſpiſed People of the Lord. called Quakers, are: For of a cer- 
fain Fruth, God..in the Riches. of his Love, in and through Chrift- 
Jeſus, our Lord and alone Saviour , hath appeared unto us, and . 
manifeſted the Way of Life and Salvation in us, and unto us by his 
good Spirit, which he hath given-unto. us to profit withall; and 
many have been the .Admonitiens, Connſels and Advice of the Lord 
unto you;through and-by his Servants, which'ye too little have re- 
sarded,butrather madeaMock of them and what they have fpoaken 
and written, accounting them as Mad 17cn, asthey of old did the 
Servant of the Lord, 2 Kings 9g. 11, Nevertheleſs, as a _—_— 
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of the Lord, and in Love andGood- will unto you, as one that really 
defireth your Good & the Good of all Mcn,my Adviſe and Counſel 
unto you is,to hearken and lend an Ear unto that L:ghe in you,which 
ſecretly manifeſts Sin, and reproves for it; for ofa certain Truth, 
that is a Meaſure of theGood Spirit of God,that will reprove you for 
your Cruelty &OppreiF.on,and ſhew you you ſhould nor do ſo a, ainſs 
your Fellow-Servants ;, That will reprove you for your Pride and 
Havghtineſs of Spirit, and ſhew you what is Good, and what the 
Lord requires of yonzthat 13,10 do Fuftly, to love Mercy, andto walk. 
humbly with thy God; Mic. 6.8. That will reprove you ſor Swear- 
ing, Curling, Vain and Idle Talking, Wantonne's, Whoredom, 
Drunkennels, and all Manner of Uncleanneſs and Evil wharſoever, 
though done never ſo ſecretly, yet the Lord is privy to it, and his 
all-iceing Eye beholds all the 4&tons of the Sons and Daughters of 
Men, and by the Meaſure of his Good Spirit ke ſtrives with them, 
and ſheweth them they ſhould not do the Thing that is Evil; and 
by the ſame calleth unto them for .4merdment of Life 5, and thoſe 
that zur” at the Lord's. Reproofy. he wil pour ferth b1sSpurit upon them, 
and rake known his Words untothem;, but if you ſt at rought the 
Counſel of the Lordy and will none of h:s Reproofs (as ſome of Old: 
did, and too many now do) then will be lawugh at your Calamuy, 
ard mock, when your Fear cometh as Deſolation, and Deftruttuon as a 
Whirl-wind ;, then you may call, and hee'l nor anſwer, and ſeek him 
early, and not find him, becauſe you hatcd Knowledee, and did not 
chuſe (mark that) the Fear of the Lord which is to depart from Evil, 
Therefore muſt you eatthe Fruit.of your owa W ay, and be fill'd 
with your own- Devices that do ſu; But who hearkeneth untothe 
Lord, ſhall dwell ſafely, and þe quiet from Fear of Evil, Prov.1,2g. 
and ſo on: Therefore be inftruted ye Rw'ers of this Nation,and take 
Coun'l of the Great Law-giver Chriſt Jeſus,who ſaid, As ye would: 
that all Men ſhould do unto you, ſo do yew unto them; for this is the Lay 
and the Þ rophets;and remember the Parable that Chriſt ſpoak, A cey- 
tain King which wonldtakg Account of hisServant is, & when be began 
' foreckon, there was one brought before himthat ow'd bum eaThen/md 
Talents, had nothing to pay withal, but his Servant humbkd himſelf, 
&-c, and his Lord frankly forgave him the Debt ;, but he nor doing ſo 
by his Fellow-Scrvant,what did befal him?And doti not Chriſt teach 
his to pray, Forgive a our Treſpaſſ 5, 4 we forgive them that treſ+ 
74ſs againſt 4? Now if you cannot forgive them that trelpa(s .: 
gain 


7 ot you, how can you ——_ to be forgiven of God? Andit 
en ought to forgive them that treſpals againſt them, then ſure,they 
ought not to perſecute ſuch as never treſpaſſed againſt them Iwould 
ask you oneQueſtion ; Wherein have we given Occaſion to be thus 
dealt with ? what Plors br Evil Contrivances againit tie King or Go- 
vernment have we been found in ſinceGod railcd us up to be a Peos 
ple? or what have you againſt us,exceptin the Maiter of our God? 
Nowif you ſhould ſay, we de zot obey ib» Lan, I tien again query, . 
What wholeſom Law is there that we dilobey ?. Butif it be a Law 
that would limit in the Worſhip and Service of God,' who alone tn 
that Caſe is the Law-giver to his People, and ought to be ſubjected 
unto , then Iquery, What Power have you ro make a Law to bind 
the Conſciences of God's People in the Worthip of God-more then 
. Queen A/ary and her Parliament had,by which 'o many /ro'-ſants 
' wereput to Death (which you condemn as Evil in tiem) for the 
Teſtimony of their Conſciences; according unto what God in their 
Day made manifeſt unto them ; was not ſhe calied a Chriſta; Prins 
ceſs, and lawfully defeended to tne Crown, &c ? But 1! you ſay, 
T hey were perſecuted becauſe they bore Teftimony to the Trith,but you 
becauſe yeu are in Error, &c, Howdo you know that ? could not 
the Miniſters of thoſe Laws ſay as much to the Sufferers as you do 
unto us 2 are you gnided by an infallible Spirit in what you do? nay 
ſure, for the Spirit of God never led any to ſuch Things; butif 
any were in Error, they were to be reproved ani admoniſh. 
ed, and after thke-fecond Admoniſhing rejected, not caſt into 
Priſon, or ſpoiled of their Goods, and the like, But it may be 
ſome way ſay . Tvey had vor Power ; Was not all Power in Heaven 
and Earth given unto C::riſt ? and where did he give his Church (as 
you would be reckoned) Power todo ſo? And therefore you that - 
are called Lord- B:jh:ps, and Ainifters,and Spiritual Men, ought 
not you rather,if Men «ere in Error,to convince them by theTruth, 
and ftop the Mouths of Gain-ſayers by ſound Doctrine,* then to ſtir 
up King and Parliament, to make Laws to take honeſt Men and 
Womens Eſtates from: them, impriien and baniſh themfor their 
Conſciences towards God, and becauſe they cannot put into your 
Mauthes ; and alſo-to preſs the Miniſters of thoſe Laws to put them 
into Executiofh ? did ever Peter, Fol, Paul, or any of thole Biſhops 
and Geſpel- Minifters do lo? Is this likeTrath orGoſpel Diſpenſation? 
Nay ſure, therefore away withit all, you that profeſs Chriftianity 
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of all Sorts, whether Papifts, Eprſcopal Men, Prebyterian or what 
ſoever, and learn to do as yox world be done by; and the ſame Liberty 


you would have your ſelves, the ſame give unto others in Exerciſes - 


of Religion, they living Peaceable, not ſeeking the Subverſion of 
the Government, nor the Hurt of any; anq1this would heal the 
Nations Breaches,and make it as aBody or Family,as it ought to be, 
ſeeking theGood &Preſervation one of another,both in Liberty and 
Eftates, &c, But this perſecuttng, killing and deſtroying one atio- 


ther about Religion, never was of God,but iprung from the Devil, - 


the Father of all Cruelty and Perſecution ; for Truth hurts none;he 
came not te deſtroy Mens Lives, but ro ſave thcm, But it may be 
ſome may ſay, Thu tis not Cruelty, but a Law that is for the 
Gocd of the Nation , ſo might all ſiy that made Laws in ſuch Cates; 
but I fay, it is not any Law or Cuſtom of a Nation whatſoever that 
can juſtifie any Man before the Juſt and Equal God, in doing the 
Thing that is unjuſt, and whatever is contrary to Chriſt's Command 
(wt o faid, as ye would all Men fhould do unto yor, ſo do ye unto them) 
15 unjuſt, and to be accounted for unto the great Law-giver Chriſt 
Jeſus: Therefore do not ſmooth and flatter your ſelves in ſaying, 
We have # Law (and the lik; yforthe ſame did they ſay that are gohe 
before you, who were found doing the ſame Things, and ſo juſtifie 
the Wicked, and condemn the Sufferings of the Righteous in all 
Ages; But he that juſtifieth the Wicked, and he that condemneth the 
Fuſft, even they are both Abomination tothe Lord, Prov. 17.15, It 
is your Good we deſire, and many Times it is in our Hearts bowed 
down before the Lord, both in Soul and Body, to pray unto him in 
your behalf, that he would change your Hearts, and cauſe you to 
be otherwiſe minded, that we might live a godly and quiet Life in 
all Honeſty as becometh the Goſpel : and if for the'e and ſuch like 
Things we ſuffer, the Good will of him that appeared in the Buſh 
(who had heard, and doth hear the Groans of his Peo, 12, and w:s 
come down 9s deliver them.) be done, who hitherto bath given us 
Strength and Patience to undergo what he hath ſuffered to be infli- 
&ed upon ms for his Name ſake, and our Hope and Truſt is,will do 
unto the End, as we abide faithful to him, to whom bz Glpry ore 
all, forever, Amen. 
From One that really defires the Proſperity 


of the Truthyand the Welfare of all Fen, $ Alezander, Lawrence | 
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